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How Cenon
Turned Columbia
University from
Dream to Reality



Columbia University:
From Dream to Reality

Originally from a small town in Colorado,
Cenon never imagined that one day he
would be accepted to his lvy League
dream school, Columbia.

Cenon admits that when he started high
school, he didn’t have a clear grasp of
what he wanted to accomplish, nor did
he have the professional guidance. “I was
a blank canvas walking into high school
without any advice,” he says. “But while
this was overwhelming, | suppose | used
my uncertainty to find out exactly where
my interests lay, and what | was striving
towards once | completed high school.”

When Cenon settled on his Ivy League
dream, he knew that to stay ahead of the
competition, his application had to be
perfect. Speaking of his initial meetings

with Crimson, Cenon immediately
connected with his strategist, Brice. Brice
was just as enthusiastic about Cenon'’s
goal to gain acceptance to an Ivy league
as Cenon was himself.

“Brice outlined the steps that were
required for me to reach my goals, and
built this big roadmap specifically for
me. He told me it wouldn't be easy, and
pointed out what needed to be done, but
even then | knew he had confidence in
my abilities and would do everything he
could to support me.”



How Crimson
Helped Cenon

SAT Preparation
Support

Cenon first took the PSAT as a
sophomore, and was disappointed with
his results. He had his heart set on
achieving admission at one of the top
universities, and he understood the
importance of achieving highly
competitive test scores.

“I didn't know who to go to for help, so
| decided to look online for some test
prep support and that's when | found
Crimson.”

Cenon was a high achiever at school, and
with his Crimson tutor’s guidance, he
was able to grow in skill and confidence.
Working with his Crimson team, he
retook the SAT and instead of being hard
on himself, he was able to look at the

University Selection
Strategy

Cenon explains Brice had worked with
countless students helping them gain
acceptance to top universities in the US
and UK.

“Brice was always so honest and raw and
passionate about what he did - what he
still does,” said Cenon.

“Initially | didn't have any idea about
which specific schools to apply to,
but Brice helped me narrow down on
the schools | should be considering

bigger picture and feel comfortable
with his preparation.

“All of my Crimson team, Brice

in particular, provided words of
encouragement and reassurance. They
told me it was going to be OK, that | had
done the best | could, and this made a
world of difference.”

using location, majors offered, and
extracurricular opportunities, as some of
the selection criteria.”

Together, Cenon and Brice landed on an
eight-university list, with the list
changing slightly during the application
process as the pair identified new
opportunities and best-fit options.

“The application process helps you
identify exactly what you want from a
school and with Brice's help, | was able to



fine-tune my passions and gain a better
understanding of exactly what | wanted
to study.

“Working with Brice was exceptional.

| never thought I'd bond with some
random person I'd never met before
via online discussions. But he gave me
honest, expert advice, took me step-by-
step through the entire process, and
supported me in ways that my high
school counselors were not able to”.

Extracurricular & Leadership
Mentoring

Although already involved in an array of
extracurriculars, Cenon found support
through his Crimson extracurricular
mentor, Alek, who helped him develop his
activities portfolio.

Deciding which activities to focus on,
Cenon selected those that demonstrated
breadth and depth as to where he
allocated his time, while Alek helped
Cenon see the ‘bigger picture’, and
showcase what he would bring to the
broader Columbia community.

It wasn't long before Cenon, with Alek’s
support, narrowed in on two key passions
— the environment and government
initiatives. Cenon then proceeded to
found the Environment Club at his school,
where he also acted as President and
invested time in the Youth in Government
Program, where he taught government
processes to members of the YMCA.

Looking back, Cenon believes that not
only did Alek provide direction as to
how he could shape his extracurricular
portfolio, but was also there as a
sounding board.

“Alek kept me motivated and focused,
rather than just telling me what to do,”
said Cenon.

“He knew my ultimate goal was to
study law at Columbia, so his advice and
support was shared with this in mind.”




Essay Mentoring

Cenon worked with Crimson essay
mentor, Joel, on his personal statement
and supplementary college essays.

“From the time | entered high schooal,
English was by far the hardest subject
for me. | struggled with writing a basic
sentence. Through writing and public
speaking, my goal was to improve my
English.”

Ever since he was a small child, Cenon
carried around a journal in which he
would constantly write ideas. So when
it came to brainstorming a topic on
which to base his personal essay, Cenon
soon realized he had been unknowingly
collating ideas since childhood.

“You know, sometimes you're in the
middle of a car ride and you're like: ‘Oh,

Crimson Technology

For Cenon, the calendar and bookings
aspect of the Crimson App was
particularly beneficial. Having online
sessions with his team allowed him to
check in on his schedule for the week,
and manage his time based on what
sessions he had tabled.

that's a good idea!’. So | was writing all my
thoughts down, and compiling random
topics that | was interested in.”

Taking these ideas, Cenon had a solid
base to discuss and develop concepts
with Joel, and to brainstorm how he
might form his own unique personal
narrative.

“Showing Joel my final written piece
before | submitted my application was
such an important moment. Then, to
have Joel reassure me that it was just

the way it should be - and that he was
proud of my efforts — well, that was really
great.”

“The messaging tool was also really nice. |
could just send my team a quick message
and they would message me back very,

very quickly.”
‘®



Gaining Admission

So what does it feel like to click on
your application portal and learn you
have been admitted to a world-leading
university like Columbia?

“Long story short it took a long time to
sink in,” he smiled. “l logged onto my
portal and then, it went to this video,
literally playing Pomp and Circumstance.
The tune had this celebratory feel to it, so
that's when | realized | actually may have
done this, | actually might have gotten
in."

“It didn’t hit me straight away, | was

like: ‘Oh no, this is not real! So | kept
refreshing the page and the video kept
playing, and | kept thinking: ‘This must be
a scam?’,” he laughs.

“Eventually, | went out into the living
room and told my dad and he was
shocked, and told me immediately to call
my mom..

“My mom was concerned that something
was wrong, so | asked her to FaceTime
me and all | said was, ‘Mom, | got
accepted'. She wasn't surprised, she was
more in shock. Then an hour later she
called me again and was ecstatic!”

Cenon’s Advice to You

For students who hold aspirations

to study at one of the world’s best
universities, Cenon reflected on his
journey and had the following advice to
those looking to do the same:

“If you have ambitions of studying at

a top university, there is the support out
there, no matter if you have great
grades or not.

“There are always people out there, like
those at Crimson, who are dedicated to
helping you feel supported throughout
the entire process.

“Although it may seem overwhelming,
you need to trust and enjoy (as much

as possible) the process. It is also
important to step back and give yourself
credit. You will learn to notice that the
effort you have put in, is valued more
than you ever thought.”
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Beyond the physical application support,
Cenon explains Crimson’s genuine
dedication to helping him achieve his
goals, and their endless support of

both him and his family, as key to his
acceptance to Columbia.

“It was important for me to understand
how to tackle all of these challenges, in
order to make sure that | was going to a
school where | would feel comfortable.

“My Crimson team worked tirelessly to
help me identify and reach the school
that was the best fit for me.”

In talking about his application
experience, Cenon notes that his
applications would not have been
anywhere near as polished without his
Crimson team’s insight and valuable
feedback.

“Some applications were very generic
and limiting as to how much space there
was for activity descriptions, and it was
valuable to have someone to bounce
ideas off as to what words on the page
were going to resonate and depict my
journey so far,” explains Cenon.

“If | hadn't had Crimson, | would have
entered irrelevant activities on my
application, and not described them in
such a creative way."

Through all of his extracurricular and
application efforts, Cenon adds: “l am
most proud of the opportunities that

| granted myself, because | think from
the beginning, before Crimson, | didn't
give myself enough credit for what |
was doing. | figured | would only have
the opportunity to attend an in-state
institution to get my degree.

“But with Crimson, | was able to fully
appreciate the magnitude of what | had
accomplished, and being told: ‘You have
the grades, you have the extracurriculars,
we'll improve your test scores, and we wiill
get you there,’ meant that there was an
opportunity to make this my reality.

“Ultimately, | think Crimson showed me
the value of the effort | put into high
school, and then, they were able to help
me showcase it. They also reminded me
that after all this effort, at the end of the
road, there is something uniquely special
for you in the form of acceptance to a
school that fits me perfectly.”



Make your dream possible with

Crimson Education

Crimson Education is an education
consulting company that helps
students around the world get
into their best-fit universities by
creating a personalized team
comprised of top tutors, mentors,
and admissions experts to support
you throughout high school.

Our Services

Once your custom program

is built you will start your
one-on-one sessions ensuring
that you get the support you
need to stand out in today'’s
highly competitive university
admissions race.

Crimson’s bespoke services help you to achieve your educational aims.

Admissions
Consulting
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Our Student Results

Extracurricular
Support & Leadership

29

Offers to Oxford
and Cambridge

1400+

Offers to US Top
50 universities

Standardized
Test Tutoring
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Mentoring
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Sports
Recruitment

Merit & Need-Based
Scholarships

600+

Offers to top UK
Universities

267+

Offers to the
Ivy league



Our Network

2400+

2,400 expert tutors,
mentors, and strategists
located around the world.

Our Methodology

One-On-One Mentoring

We provide our students with
personalized, one-on-one
programs, with the best tutors
and mentors from around the
world. Our advice is tailored for
each individual student!

Our Technology

Crimson App

Each Crimson student is
onboarded to our mobile & web
app, where students can book
sessions and view their tailored
timetable of customized tasks.

The Crimson Team includes
alumni from top 25 US &

UK universities in over 20
offices around the world.

Roadmaps

Each student will receive a
fully-personalized program
with a roadmap that outlines
every detail of the college
admission process.

Video Based

Crimson students are able to
connect anywhere in the world
with their team through our
video-based mentoring.
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Our elite board of
advisors and sponsors
include prestigious
influencers at the top
of their chosen industry.

Resources

We believe in giving students
and parents around the world
access to vital information. We
have the largest YouTube channel
of any educational company that
depicts college life and answers
all of your big questions!

Personality Test

We utilize psychometrics to pair
each student with a team that
is optimized to their interests
and learning style! Our test

was developed through world-
leading data science.

Access our library of
student testimonials, day
in the life, college ranking
videos and more!


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_f7C43GUWhif5_yPsamdfA
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Want to study at a world leading university?
Talk to an academic advisor and start your
journey to the top today!

www.crimsoneducation.org
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https://www.facebook.com/crimsoneducation.org/
https://www.crimsoneducation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_f7C43GUWhif5_yPsamdfA
https://www.instagram.com/crimsoneducation/?hl=en



